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2009 HIGHLIGHTS
Wow....what a year!!

Our 2009 was once again, extraordinarily intensive for the M&CC executive team and members and enormously productive, and I would like to describe some quite special highlights. Our investments of time has been both at the global, strategic and long term level and also, we have immersed ourselves in detail for some special individual projects to ensure that important conservation efforts succeeded.
An expanded Mountains and Connectivity Conservation (M&CC) executive team
With new directions and new workloads we have invited a number of our very experienced Mountains team to help by joining with us as part of an expanded M&CC Executive. We have lots to do, and I am delighted that the following Deputy Vice Chairs and Senior Advisor have accepted invitations to be part of our 2010-2012 Mountains and CC team.

Olivier Chassot; Deputy Vice Chair for Connectivity Conservation
Olivier is based in Costa Rica at the University of International Cooperation, and works directly with the Meso-American Connectivity Corridor. He comes highly recommended to the M&CC team and will be working directly with Graeme on a range of connectivity conservation issues. (Email: ochassot@uci.ac.cr). His assistance and leadership will be very welcome given the enormity of the WCPA Connectivity Conservation tasks ahead of us.

Larry Hamilton; Senior Advisor and Update Editor 
Larry has agreed to share his amazing energy and expertise for yet another four years. Fabulous! Larry initiated the WCPA Mountains Biome Vice Chair role and brilliantly led the mountains team from 1991-2003. His quarterly Update e-Newsletters, continued inputs and sage advice are greatly appreciated and respected.

Linda McMillan; Deputy Vice Chair Communications
Linda has agreed to continue her brilliant work as our communications Vice Chair champion. Thanks to her work in transforming Larry’s quarterly Update text, e-Update is immediately circulated to our members without the cost and multiple hours of work associated with posting. The M&CC website is Linda’s creativity, and it just gets better and better. Her work with youth members of the greater M&CC team will continue.
Patrizia Rossi; Deputy Vice Chair Mountains

Patrizia has been a WCPA Mountain Protected Area champion for many years. She is Director of the Parco Naturale Alpi Marittime, Italy, and is involved transboundary protected area management and in larger EUROPARC conservation matters. She joins the M&CC executive to help facilitate establishment of new mountain protected areas in poorly conserved ecosystems of the world and to ensure that a focus on mountain protected areas is maintained. We are very privileged to have Patrizia on board.
Fausto Sarmiento; Deputy Vice Chair Capacity Building
Fausto was instrumental in running the (now famous) 2006 Papallacta Mountains and Connectivity Conservation workshop in Ecuador. He has agreed to commit his capacity building skills for another 4 years with the M&CC executive team and will be particularly active in working with mountain protected area and World Heritage practitioners in the next 4 years.

Mike Tollefson; Deputy Vice Chair Partnerships
Mike recently retired from the US National Park Service after a distinguished career and his most recent position as Superintendent of Yosemite National Park. He is currently CEO of the Yosemite Foundation. He will be working closely with Graeme on some key national and international partnerships which will help facilitate the conservation and protection of mountain and other protected areas, and particularly through connectivity conservation. He brings to the M&CC executive a wealth of expertise and experience which is appreciated and valued.

Global investments

The year 2009 seemed to be a year of input into global strategic plans, partly reflecting the Copenhagen Climate Change discussions, and the preparation for the review of the CBD Programme of Work for Mountains and for Protected Areas. Our M&CC team of Larry Hamilton, Brian Martin, Graeme Worboys, Harvey Locke, Tatyana Yashina, Bruce Jefferies Marie-Eve Marchand, Wendy Francis, , Mike Lockwood, Roger Crofts, Dave Harmon, Brendan Mackey and Cyril Kormos contributed to some or all of these achievements:
1. Contributing to an updating of the CBD Programme of Work on Protected Areas with other members of the WCPA Committee at Jeju Island in South Korea in September 2009

2. Contributing to an updating of the CBD Programme of Work on Mountains for IUCN and the CBD Secretariat

3. Reviewing and editing the (draft) Protected Areas Legislation Guidelines with Francoise Burhenne-Guilmin, Barbara Lausche and the IUCN Environmental Law Centre team in Bonn in July 2009

4. Facilitating a connectivity conservation theme at the Wild 9 Conference in Merida, Mexico which had a special focus on the Altai-Sayan. Papers were presented and a Mountains Dinner was organised for Network members attending WILD9. 

5. Finalising, ready for printing in January 2010, the new IUCN Book titled Managing Connectivity Conservation: A Global Guide
6. Completed co-editing state-of-research-and–management book on Tropical Montane Cloud Forests for Cambridge University Press, to be published April 2010. 74 chapters.
Conservation site initiative

A WCPA M&CC field mission was conducted to the Russian Altai-Sayan Mountains in July and confirmed that a workshop should proceed in 2010 to help facilitate a mega connectivity corridor for the transboundary area (China, Kazakhstan, Mongolia, Russia) should take place in July 2010. Our thanks go to Yuri Badenkov , Tatyana Yashina and Alex Zateev and Nina Zateev for their excellent organisation.
Looking after our members
Larry Hamilton’s superb quarterly newsletter, now creatively illustrated, designed and distributed as an e-Update newsletter by Linda McMillan continues to receive high praise for excellence in its content and design and incisive commentary. Linda’s magnificent Mountains and Connectivity Conservation web site continues to improve. It has been a great vehicle for assisting our members.
2010

This year is also shaping up to be a big year for the M&CC Team with plenty happening. If you want to gain an insight....I encourage you look at our website and our Plan for the period 2010-2012. Even better, if you want to get involved some more....let any member of the Executive know!
All the best

Graeme

